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nex! few pages show you how to write a program which can compose
5ol poems A version of this program first appeared in the Usborne Guide
sComputers That book showed how to make a "paper computer” which
ged a simple version of this program. Here you can find out how
swrite the same program in BASIC

S0 READ AS

180 DATA THERE WAS A YOUNG MAN FROM,
WHO, HIS

190 DATA ONE NIGHT AFTER DARK, AND HE
NEVER WORKED OUT

srogram for the paper computer

WHO
| B x | . HIS DARK To give the computer the data ines and You can store all the data items in one big
¥ 3 ONE NIGHT jownmo ouT wordsyoucanuse READ ... DATA Each vanable called AS. A variable containing
g . AND HE NEVER time the computer carries out the READ more than one data item is called an array ¥
: instruction it takes another item fromthe and each item is referred to by a number
B . T DATA line and stores it in the vanable. e.g. READ AS$(3) gives HIS *
s . spinner Uog words
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, 10 rowB [I¥ THE PARK LIXE A QUARK ~URNED BLUE o y |
.gioauwoa e = FOR A LARK WITH A BARK WITW SOVE TUAT WAS BENT a
mn N % L8 | WHY IT WENT WHAT IT MEANT /T GLOWED T BAUEW LD T TURMLYD
) m%no ==y -
= hqs : MMMR was a cuooﬁawiﬁgbw:go:r LIKE A QUARK FOR. A LARW WITW N AR
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: Amd ba cever worked ok wiere [T we! A variable can also hold several rows of column it is in. So READ B$(4,2) gives
the program for the paper program tells you which to select. The data and you can store all the data words WITH CEMENT and READ B$(6,3) gi -~
mputer. It looks a little like BASIC, but it number spinner is a random number in a variable like this. It is called a two- FOR A LARK. You can store numbers in
uld not work on a real computer. The generator to give random numbers dimensional array. Here, eachdataitemis  arrays, too, using a number variable,
rds and phrases for the poem are between one and four. referred to by the number of the row and e.g. N(5,7).
Or'éd on pieces of paper and the x - .
. . & Putting the datain the variables
H-.,!_m_o::m the program into BASIC ~This won‘twork
LET A=0] bl sl o 10 FOR I=1 TO 7 lis the row number
E B=0 ] These lines set up empty vanable spaces. A% %Mmuwwamov; :uc.omo:n:: e
e A=A+ | 8 Lines 30 and 40 keep count of the number of 40 NEXT ] i .
IF A=6 THEN STOP | data lines the computer has selected. 50 NEXT I
Write data line A }- Lines 50 and 80 are not in BASIC yet. 60 DATA TASHKENT, TRENT, KENT, GHENT
T wuu?ﬁ I - Line 60 keeps count of the rumber of data words. 70 DATA WRAPPED UP, COVERED, PAINTED, FASTENED
.,w»awﬁoamnciiwh (Svesarandomnumber between 1 and 4 % w»..“..» IN A TENT, WITH nm:nz._. WITH SOME SCENT, THAT WAS BENT
- -+ oa "g ' ’ '
_ N 100 DATA IT RAN OFF, IT GLOWED, IT BLEW UP, IT TURNED BLUE
" B=3 THEN GOTO 60 L o0 e 0 110 DATA IN THE PARK, LIKE A QUARK, FOR A LARK, WITH A BARK
v send it back to select another
..-MwuméOOeOmo date ling. 120 DATA WHERE IT WENT, ITS INTENT, WHY IT WENT, WHAT IT MEANT
GOTO 30
END Toread each data iteminto the vaniable and a ] loop for the column number. Each
< _..90 | . youneed to be able to alter the numbersin tume the [ loop is carried out the ] loop is
pa Owaoozﬂna.mg”ogo storing and picking out the data hnesand brackets after READ. Youcandothiswith  repeated four times - once for each ol the
e .;o ut ines 50 and 80 are more words which are needed for each line of loops. BS needs nested loops as shown columns in a row.
2y Computer needs a way of the poem. above with an I loop for the row number 39
.gooauﬁoaac&ég!ou5nﬂ50323<5&959§1=:2:58-
Sinclair. You can find out more about this over the page. h



