The valley way hamed Beroth by he elves. The land was gifted with the most
fertile soif on Earth bug the memory of Evil was etched into Elfin peoples hearts
s wone wonld’ settle there, Man was less sensitive and Beroth became the
tichest of hjs Kingdons, 1t Was famous 45 a place of learning a
the wise met reqularly in th. great hali of .'.'.onmou(h, within the royal castle, |n
their heeping the council held five of the 1ings of creation, The sixth *ing, the
ring of time, was wedged in solid rock deep within an underground lshyrinth |t
was found by the leader of the Shaggoths, Creatures brought o earth by the
Lords of Chags 1o fight in the bartte of the Angals, He promptly claimed it as hyg
end declared himself King Shaggoth ang holds the tabyrinth a5 his Kingdom to

'

Gora was twelve vears of age when the Shadow returned to Beroth. Me¢ was -

apprentice to the Wizard Nemor, supreme councillor of the wise, Gora
befriended Prince Tobias, son of Mendas ang heir to the throne of Beroth,
Tobias desiced the knowledge that Gora had been taughy, -
He a:3ir0ached the council any equested entrance to the Brotharhocd of
Wizards but Nemor looked into kis heart ard saw that it vids ilied with a lust for
Power. Rejected, Tobias turiney to Gora for belp. Gora Lerrowed for him ancient
beeks andg manuscripts that keld dark secrets which he hnew nathing of, By
soon Tchias tired of the weak’ magic that Gora cauld teach him arg ke
exparimented with ancient spells, Ore evening, as alf cr2ation oot an ungtural

sicep, he conjured to himelf the Fire Cemon, It taught him a formul, that

Fromised power and knowledga even the vase did not understand, Tctias,
blinded against the dangers of meddling in the black arts, used the formula, it
created for him 3 smail crystal of concentrated evil. Tobias made sacrifices of
simall animals to it and the crystat began to G7ow. Little time passed before the
cyrstal was large enoush to influence the Prince’s thoughts and movements, Like
? Fupnet, undar the Cover of darkness, Tobias crent up to his father’s bedside
and thrust his dagser deep into the old King’s heart, The crystal grew, .

With the crowning of Tobias evil had indirectly ciined control over Beroth
and the ring of fire. Soon the crystai’s influence was so widespread that it
controlled most of the Population of the cassle. Foreseeing the danger Nemar
summoned Gora to a meeting of the council and presented him with one of the
rings of creation, To each of four tiders awaiting in the courtyard, Nemor gave
also a ring and the instruction; 1o fide in ditferent directions and take the rings
from this land. To Gera he bade farewell and departed with the rest of his order,
Teartully Gora mounted his hotse and fled the castle, It wes a day’s ride to the
mouniains in the south and once there Gora thought he would be safe but
Hemor had not known the rings of creation call to each other and ean only te
szparated by a sinall distanca, in the hands of men, None of the rings couty leave
Bercth without the others,

Gora turned and headed home but the r03cs to the castie had already become .

dangerous. Armics of Trolls patroited the roads killing and eating unwrary
travellers, Gora was forced to turn cast to dispose of his ring in the swamp, The

nd the counc! of )
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