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CD ROM drives continues to decrease—
the current price fluctuates between
$500 and $700—the number of installed
drives in corporations is growing expo-
nentially; today there are approximate-
ly 200,000 CD ROM drives installed, and
that number is projected to swell to
350,000 by 1992.

The number of CD ROM applications
is also on the rise. For example, Lotus
Development Corp. offers Prompt CD,
a collection of technical-support notes,
evaluation and demonstration versions
of selected software, press releases and
full text from Lotus Magazine. Com-
puter Library, produced monthly by
Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., contains full
text from its family of computer publi-
gations, as well as full text and ab-
stracts from 120 other periodicals. "

There has also been' a surge in' the
| numper of successful in-house corpo-

rate CD ROM publishing ventures,
again heightening' the credibility of the
technology, Each month, a division of
Ford Motor Co. publishes a CD ROM-
based inventory list of 300,000 parts
for its 2,400 dealers. Compaq Comput-
er Corp. stocks its resellers with
QuickFind, a CD ROM tool used as a
source for technical support, product
research and technical training.
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The major disadvantage of CD ROM is
that the information contained on disk

cannot be changed, nor can the disk itself

be used more than once. Consequently,
CD ROM is not an ideal medium for all
applications, particularly if 4 téxt collec-
tion requires frequent updating.

Other optical-disk options—WORM

i not
and erasable optical di:.:ks—n.re
hampered by this restriction.
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creased in price, are considered more
stable than earlier models and now of-
fer retrieval performance acceptable for
on-line access to databases. g
The erasable optical disk, sometimes -
called the rewritable optical disk, can be
written; fo ay i. Its wuse is similar
to a hakd dis , this storage
(categary i mfancy and has
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though a CD ROM disk can hold 100
times more information than PC fiata-
base software, the retrieval time is 10
times slower than on a hard disk..
Preparing text for CD ROM publish-

ing involves many processes. An au- :
thoring process gathers the ‘text colleg-
tion arid prepares it for transfer to disk.
The text is then indexed, and a premas-
tering step converts the text and index
files into a CD ROM format. An optical
disk master is then created and repli-
cated for distribution. Mastering an op-
tical disk costs around $1,500—which
usually includes the replication of about
100 disks. Incremental disks can run as
low as $2 each. &

The concepts in this article are de- .
scribed 'inia new volume, “Text Man-
agement,” in The James Martin Re-
port:Series. For more information
on' this volume, call (617) 639-1958,
For information on seminars, con- .
tact (in the United States and Cana-
da) Technology Transfer Institute,
741 10th St., Santa Monica, Calif.
90402 (213) 394-8305. In Europe,
contact Savant, 2 New St., Carnforth,
Lancs., LA5 9BX United Kingdom
(052%) 734 505, :
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