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[BM's AD/Cycle Will Bring On a New Strategy for CASE

technology and development environ-

based on identifying the best arch tec ments, such as AD/Cycle, to support busi-

ment, user-interactive processing 1S per- _methodologies, tools and manage-

= o2 rmed on the PS/2, and application-spe- : Lo ness change and ensure that the applica-
mﬂﬁﬁf ?ms 3 (f:gﬁc data is accessed through data serv-  ment techniques a".aﬂzéblf?' 'Sxf mﬁﬁﬁcai tions of tn}fe future will be able to evolve
of articles on ers distributed throughout the network..  sues are Impor tant in delin gl os like  as quickly as the business requires.
the recently an- AD/Cycle is ideally suited to support phCatIOIItS-dEV?IOPment teCh"? ﬁﬁes o One of the most important compo- |
nounced IBM an applications-development environ- = CASE will be implemented wit ant nents of a CASE strategy is high-speed |
Repository, part ment based on the client-server model, ganization. A stratf-:-g_y for CASE must el oment Iichiding the/abid deve |
of IBMs a})pli- which consists of PS/2-oriented CASE directly address critical success factors eve 01; I et e e e |
cations-develop-  tools and distributed repositories of de-  of the organization, such as the use of opmern al}tical mhageiemoy For. |
ment strategy sign information. Using CASE tools that  information for strategic advantage and - nurS:_IOH*C(I;. i eﬁ terprise. The CASE
for the 1990s. are compliant with AD/Cycle, each the use of computerized systems to lock  portions S b Do oA

[BM's an- member of a design team interacts with  in customers and lock out competitors. strategy s ;’f 'l r tartad CAGE tnola
nouncement of a personal repository used to store de- An effective plan for CASE should be ©  most %owe du s be%lr ding those tools
AD/Cycle is sign information in a standard format. tied directly to the critical success fac- available and em g

within a development methodology de-
signed to build strategically important
applications at high speed, in support of
business change.

The most appropriate methodology
for building strategic systems across a
corporation is information engineering.
The methodology was specifically de-
signed to build detailed data and pro-
cess models that can be converted auto- |
matically into code. Information engi- .
neering typically starts with high-level |
strategic planning issues and enterprise
modeling. It moves through successive

; levels of analysis and design, building up
- - sufficient information to generate code /

!! ~ for an application automatically. a5
'%;& s ' Recent extensions to the information- i

" PS/2 A - engineering methodology have provided
| (External LAN) £/ | | support for high-speed applications de-

n e MRS 0 07 ot e i SUGRE R g B velopment with small teams of specially

oo S S R i T | trained analysts. A great deal of man-
agement attention is devoted to provid- B
Ing the teams with clear goals, a high f
level of support and maximum motiva- |
tion for excellence. &

Turning from Tradition

We're rapidly moving to a develop-
ment environment in which businesses
can no longer afford to use traditional
structured development techniques. It's
no longer possible to use separate teams
to build separate projects that don't in-
terconnect. Most competitive firms are
now saying they must have application
software connectivity throughout the

v - T _ value chain, which they cannot achieve
i) PR SRR e Y without information engineering.

tors for the business. | 5
One of the most important critical
success factors for many businesses to-

Specifications from analysts are consoli-
dated in a departmental repository lo-
cated within the LAN. Corporate-level

prompting many
managers to re-
assess their ap-
plications-development strategies. But
what is the significance of AD/Cycle,
and how will it change the development
process? Will it provide an open applica-
tions-development environment in which
tools from multiple vendors can share
design information in support of all
phases of the development life cycle?
What should a manager do to take max-
imum advantage of new development
environments, methodologies and tools?
The details of the AD/Cycle announce-
ment provide a clearer view of how ap-
plications will be developed in the 1990s
in the IBM world. AD/Cycle provides
the architectural framework required to
build applications efficiently within Sys-
tems Application Architecture (SAA).
It's based on a common repository used

to store design specifications in a stan-
dard format.

Applications-development tools that
comply with the standard Repository
format can operate in an open environ-
ment and can share design information.

This has important implications for
vendors of computer-aided software en-
gineering (CASE) tools. CASE tools will
no longer be based on proprietary, mu-
Lpally incompatible repositories of de-
sign information. Instead, all compliant
tools will follow a common definition of
t!le objects used to specily an applica-
Lion; the tools will compete in offering
users better ways to specify and manip-
ul?w these objects in support of the ap-
phcations—development process,

~The battle among vendors of applica-
tons-development products will be
fought on the desktop, not in the main-
frame arena. As shown in the figure, ap-
plications development will move m:Jre

and more to the deskto .
o P environmen
using m"egmtefi CASE tools that sup-t'

AD/Cycle Moves Application Developnﬁent
To the DeSktop "f i |

PS/2s Generate Code; '@, £
Hosts Act as File Servers | | 44 4 Pm,

AS/400

_Corporate Repository '\

!I

IT.

_‘a
S

— T —
) — . 5

e
-‘—‘-
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